Tone Words
Tone is the speaker or author(s attitude toward the subject, which is revealed by the words he or she chooses.  A student(s understanding of word choice, details, imagery, and language all contribute to the understanding of tone.  To misinterpret tone is to misinterpret meaning.  If a student misses irony or sarcasm, he or she may misread the meaning of an entire passage.

To remember elements of tone, think DIDLS
Diction: the connotation of the word choice

Images: vivid appeals to understanding through the senses

Details: facts that are included or those omitted

Language: the overall use of language, such as formal, clinical, jargon

Sentence Structure: how structure affects the reader(s attitude

angry

sharp

upset

silly

boring

afraid

happy

hollow

joyful

allusive

sweet

vexed

tired

bitter

dreamy

restrained

proud

dramatic



sad

cold

urgent

joking

poignant

detached

confused

childish

peaceful

mocking

objective

vibrant

frivolous

audacious

shocking

somber 

giddy

provocative



sentimental

fanciful

complimentary

condescending

sympathetic

contemptuous

apologetic

humorous

horrific

sarcastic

nostalgic

zealous

irreverent

benevolent

seductive

candid

pitiful

didactic

