Beowulf: Christian vs. Pagan

1. Then his hour struck,/ And Scyld passed on to the peace of God,… 

2. He bore the curse of the seed of Cain / Whereby God punished the grievous guilf / Of Abel’s murder. 

3. Nor ever had Cain / Cause to boast of that deed of blood; God banished him far from the fields of men;…
4. Of his blood was begotten an evil brood, Marauding monsters and menacing trolls, / Goblins and giants who battled with God / A long time. 

5. An the poet’s clear songs, sung / Of the ancient beginnings of us all, recalling / The Almighty making the earth,… 
6. Till the monster stirred, that demon, that fiend, / Grendel, who haunted the moors, the wild / Marshes, and made his home in a hell / Not hell but earth…

7. He was spawned in that slime, / Conceived by a pair of those monsters born / Of Cain, …

8. They split / Into a thousand forms of evil—spirits / And fiends, goblins, monsters, giants, / A brood forever opposing the Lord’s / Will, … 

9. King Hrothgar’s glorious / Throne protected by God—God, / Whose love Grendel could not know. 
10. That was their way, / And the heathen’s only hope, Hell / Always in their hearts, knowing neither God / Nor His passing as He walks through our world, the Lord / Of Heaven and earth; … 

11. They gave thanks to God for their easy crossing. 

12. You know (if we’ve heard / The truth, and been told honestly) that your country / Is cursed with some strange, vicious creature / That hunts only at night and that no one / Has seen 
13. Perhaps / Hrothgar can hunt, here in my heart, / For some way to drive this devil out—
14. Across the sea to Geatland a chosen / Warrior who bravely does battle with the creature / Haunting our people,… 

15. I drove / Five great giants into chains, chased / All of that race from the earth. 
16. I swam / In the blackness of night, hunting monsters / Out of the ocean, and killing them one / By one;
17. Death was my errand and the fate / They had earned; 

18. Grant me, then, / Lord and protector of this noble place, / A single request! 

19. God must decide / Who will be given to death’s cold grip. 

20. Fate will unwind as it must! 
21. None the less it was granted me / To pierce the monster with point of steel. 

22. Death swept it away with swing of my sword, / The grisly sea-beasts again and again…
23. From the east came the sun, / Bright beacon of God, and the seas subsided; 
24. Fate often delivers an undoomed earl 

25. But you stained your blade / With blood of your brothers, your closest of kin; / And for that you’ll endure damnation in hell, … 
26. Bearing God’s hatred, / Grendel came, hoping to kill…

27. Screams of the Almighty’s enemy sang / In the darkness,…

28. That sin-stained demon / Had bewitched all men’s warpons, laid spells / That blunted every mortal man’s blade. 

29. Down / To hell he would go, swept groaning and helpless / To the waiting hands of still worse fiends. 

30. Now he discovered—once the afflictor / Of men, tormentor of their days—what it meant / To feud with Almighty God; 

31. “I’ve heard that my people, peasants working / In the fields, have seen a pair of such fiends / Wandering in the moors and marshes, giant / Monsters living in those desert lands.” 

32. One of the devils was a female creature 

33. And all at once the greedy she-wolf / Who’d ruled those waters for half a hundred / Years discovered him, saw that a creature / From above had come to explore the bottom / Of her wet world. 

34. Then he saw / The mighty water witch and swung his sword 

35. And Holy / God, who sent him victory, gave judgment / For truth and right, Ruler of the Heavens 

36. Then the sword / Melted, blood-soaked, dripping down / Like water, disappearing like ice when the world’s / Eternal Lord loosens invisible / Fetters and unwinds icicles and frost / As only he can.  He who rules / Time and seasons. He who is truly / God 
37. And this dragon’s treasure, his gold / And everything hidden in that tower, will be mine 

38. His weapon / Had failed him, deserted him, now when he needed it / Most, that excellent sword 

